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It only takes one person to 
change the trajectory of a 
student's life. That person could 
be you.  

Make an impact by becoming a 
Resiliency Coach at 
BuildResiliency.org.

#BuildResiliency

SUGGESTED POST TEXT

Every choice is a chance to
grow. It is important that 
students learn how each 
decision can shape his or 
her future.

#BuildResiliency
 

The Family Resiliency Reading Guides are resources to continue 

discussions at home about the books located on the Resiliency 

Reading List. Each Family Resiliency Reading Guide contains a 

summary of the book, literacy tips and conversation starters 

about resiliency. Use the following reading guides to start a 

conversation about responsible decision-making with your 

student after reading When the Beat Was Born: DJ Kool Herc 

and the Creation of Hip-Hop by Laban Carrick Hill.

WHEN THE BEAT WAS BORN:

Family Resiliency Reading Guide GRADES3-5

Thin king a bout  all options an d  

outcomes to make the best ch oice.

Responsible Decis ion-
Ma king

LESSONS IN RESILIENCYAs a ch ild,  Clive Campbell loved music, his 

neighborh ood, his f am ily and h is Jamaican 

heritage . Movin g to Ne w York and leav ing h is 

childho od friends in Jamaic a was not easy. 

Kool Herc  dr eamed of cr eating m usic. He 

recognized th e ch alle nge s in his com mu nity  

and used his new, inno vative  music to bring 

the community together.  DJ Kool Herc  persevered thr ough challenges t o 

reach  his go al of sharing his musi cal talents. DJ 

Kool Herc  create d a lastin g legacy in hip-hop 

culture. He made a series of responsi bl e dec isions 

to not only create a new form of music, but also to 

encourage positive interactions between friends 

and neighbors.  

LITERACY TIP
Building backgrou nd kn owled ge  is essential for your child  to becom e a  

successf ul  reader. You  can  support b uilding  bac kg roun d know ledg e b y 

readin g a variety of texts on the same to pic. Visiting web sites,  watchin g  

video s and going  to  the local  libr a ry ca n also  help build your  child’s 

background knowledge on a certain t opic . The more your child knows about 

a topic, the easier it becomes to understand the texts h
e or sh e is reading. 

SYNOPSIS

RESILIENCY CHARACTERISTIC

Resiliency ConversationStarters:

Scan th e QR Code Above

for  Mor e Resil ien c y Resou rces

Physical movement and mu sic  help rel ease en ergy 

in positive ways. DJ Kool  Herc  created an 

en vironment for people  to come toge ther , mak e 

responsible decisions, listen to music and dance. 

Have your child identi fy an  activity that yo u can do 

to geth er th at involves movement, music  and makin g 

good choices. 

BY LABAN CA RRICK HILL

DJ KOOL HERC AND THE CREATION OF HIP HOP

When the Beat Was Born: DJ Kool Herc and the 

Creati on of Hip Hop is th e sto ry o f Clive Campbe ll and 

how he bec am e a di sc j ocke y ( DJ). The story begins 

with Clive’s childhood in Jamaica and then moves to 

his youth in  th e Bronx, New Yo rk, where he becam e 

kno wn  as Koo l Herc. It con vey s how he made 

responsible decisions, stayed out of trouble and 

chase d his dreams of  be com ing a DJ. His love  of music 

he lpe d bring people  to gethe r and inspire d a new 

generation of artists and musicians.

After r eadi ng When the Beat Was Born: DJ Kool Herc and the Creation of Hip Hop wi th your child, use this 

reading guide to continue the conversation around resiliency at home.
 In thi s guide, you wil l find  a 

descr iption of how this book relates to �Å esiliency �¶ har acteristics, l iteracy  tips�Ÿ and sample conv ersati on 

starters for you and your child. 

Clive saw po ver ty , gang violen ce and c rim e in his 

ne ighbo rhood. He showed re spo nsibl e 

decision-making by fostering a sense of community 

in his neighborhood in stead of tak ing par t in 

violence and crime. Discuss wi th yo ur child 

examples of responsible decisions that can be made 

to avoid bad si tu ati ons. 

When the Beat Was Born:
DJ Kool Herc and the Creation of Hip-Hop

by Laban Carrick Hill
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Building resiliency helps 
students to be successful 
today and in the future. 

Help your student discover his 
or her inner strengths with the 
Resiliency Florida Teacher 
Resources available at 
BuildResiliency.org.
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As we celebrate America’s 
250th Anniversary, we reflect 
on one of our most influential 
leaders, Theodore Roosevelt, 
and his legacy of responsible 
decision-making.

To help start conversations 
about responsible 
decision-making visit 
BuildResiliency.org.




